
Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus Ireland: Family Liaison Officer - North
Dublin & Kildare (https://www.activelink.ie/node/113983)

About SBHI…

Spina Bifida Hydrocephalus Ireland (SBHI) is a national organisation supporting more than 2,000 people who know spina
bifida and/or hydrocephalus to be a reality in their lives.

 We work to increase awareness about spina bifida and hydrocephalus, as well as the essential funds which ensure that our
unique service is sustained. Around 40 babies are born with spina bifida each year in Ireland - which is one of the highest
incidence rates in the developed world – and 1 in 1,000 pregnancies are affected by hydrocephalus.

 SBHI supports hundreds of individuals and families across Ireland as they seek to live fulfilled lives with spina bifida and/or
hydrocephalus. Spina bifida is the most common neural tube defect (NTD) which causes incomplete development of the
spinal cord. It is a condition leaving many people with significant mobility issues, continence problems, and additional
concerns including pressure sores and the challenges of social isolation and loneliness.

For those born with hydrocephalus, their body is unable to drain away the fluid which we all have in our brains, this builds
pressure which is usually relieved by a shunt (a rubber tube) that is fitted internally to drain the fluid away into the stomach.

It is common for both spina bifida and hydrocephalus to be experienced at the same time from birth. Hydrocephalus can
also develop alone in later life, usually from head impact injuries.

Spina bifida and hydrocephalus are life-long conditions and although there is no ‘cure’, there are many ways in which those
living with spina bifida and/or hydrocephalus are enabled to overcome challenges.

This is what the staff at SBHI do – we deliver unique services which ensure that everybody affected receives the best
support available to them. We achieve this through our team of Family Liaison Team, a Respite and Recreation Team, our
Training, Education and Employment Team, Health Development Department and through our Resource Centres in
Clondalkin and the Open Opportunities Programme.

Together these professionally trained staff offer comprehensive support to everyone living with spina bifida and/or
hydrocephalus across Ireland.

To find out more about SBHI, the conditions we work with, and how to get involved, please see: www.sbhi.ie
(http://www.sbhi.ie)

The Family Liaison Team consists of eight Family Liaison Officers who work in the following regional areas:

South Co. Dublin and Wicklow
North Dublin (odd postcodes) and Kildare
Cavan, Monaghan, Louth, Meath and North County Dublin
Waterford, Wexford, South Tipperary, Carlow, and Kilkenny
Westmeath, Longford, Laois, and Offaly
Sligo, Mayo, Leitrim, Roscommon, Galway, and Donegal
Cork and Kerry

If you are someone with experience in social care or equivalent settings who carries a passion for facilitating real-life change
for those living with the effects of spina bifida and/or hydrocephalus, then we really look forward to receiving your CV and
covering letter.

Please apply with current CV and cover letter via email to: kwalsh@sbhi.ie

https://www.activelink.ie/node/113983
http://www.sbhi.ie
mailto:kwalsh@sbhi.ie


(mailto:kwalsh@sbhi.ie)

Closing date for applications: 28th February 2025 
Shortlisting to take place by: 5th March 2025
Interviews to take place (in person): 13th March 2025

Contact: Katy Walsh, Deputy CEO
Email: kwalsh@sbhi.ie (mailto:kwalsh@sbhi.ie)

Region
Hybrid / Dublin 22

Date Entered/Updated
21st Feb, 2025

Expiry Date
28th Feb, 2025

Attachment Size
FLO_NorthDublin&Kildare_JobSpecification_17.02.2025.docx 68.6 KB

SBHI_AboutUs_2025.pdf 277.28
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Spina_Bifida_The_Condition.pdf 511.92
KB

Hydrocephalus_The_Condition.pdf 747.46
KB
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